[Polycythemia vera progressing to acute lymphoblastic leukemia after 13 years].
A 54-year-old woman with leukocytosis, was referred to our clinic in February 1982. Based on findings of pancytosis, high NAP score, high serum vitamin B12, increase in total red cell volume and splenomegaly, she was diagnosed as having polycythemia vera (PV). Since then, she has been treated with pipobroman, hydroxycarbamide and phlebotomy. Leukocytosis with increase in blastic cells and thrombocytopenia was noted in August 1995, and she was admitted to our hospital. Since the blastic cells were CD10(+)19(+)20(+), she was diagnosed as having acute lymphoblastic leukemia and treated with vincristine and prednisolone, resulting in remission. This case suggests that PV is a disease of multipotent stem cells including those with a lymphoid lineage.